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Jesus Took the Road to Jerusalem

Where is my life leading? A question many people ask themselves today i as the things that really matter are lost
sight of in a haze of materialism and hedonism. We read in the weekend papers of people seeking to give their
lives a new direction, because wealth and acclaim have left them with a sense of emptiness. If this spiritual empti-
ness is more widespread in todaybés worl d, the probl em i
reading-descri bi nignduleg ednsced & of t he t i-msasmeanmgfuhtodayianwhendatfwasbjo n ¢
first written.

I't i s our fundament al decisions that give direction fo
instruct his disciples, preparing them for the decisions that lie ahead of them. The example of Jesus, in the direction
he gives to his life, is clearly affimed -6t he ti me dr aws near for him to be]te
road for Jerusal emo. He shared our | ife to the fulll |
tion to his |ife. I n these decisions, he was O6resoljut
ther. Our lives are shaped by the basic decisions we have made - concerning family priorities, concerning our pro-
fessional responsibilities, concerning our attitudes as neighbours and citizens. As this gospel reading takes us into
the company of Jesus, let us ask ourselves how responsible we are in the making of these life decisions, and how
resolute we are in putting them into practice.

Luke presses home the lesson, recalling, at this point, three surprising responses made by Jesus to those who
sought to become his followers. Jesus used words to great effect. The crowds followed him to hear his words of
wisdom and encouragement. Many of his off-the-cuff sayings have become proverbial. But the prophet from Naz-
areth was not the ordinary kind of storyteller, he Pve
good story reconciles us, in the end, to the wholesomeness that is inherent to our human affairs; and proverbs
sound a note that reassures us that there is a predictable order in things. The parables of Jesus, however, invite us
to leave behind the reassurances of our familiar world, and to enter into the new order of things he called the
60Ki ngdomé oifwheneithe ladt mdy bedfirst, and the one who shows himself to be our true friend may be a
traditional enemy. Similarly, the three responses n
bring a shock that confronts us with the radical nature of our decision to be a follower of Jesus. They should be
taken in this spirit, rather than as literal prescriptions. There may be a little ironical humour implied, also T for in-
stance, if the father who is to be buried is still hale and hearty.

Those who take seriously the invitation to follow Jesus, with all its radical implications, will never regret their deci-
sion T as the history of the Church as proved age after age. John Thornhill, SM The Emmaus Series

Welcome to all who celebrate with us at St. Michael Catholic Community.
For those who are interested in joining our parish community we ask you to attend
an information session to be held downstairs on:

Sunday, Sept 26, 2010 after the 11 am Mass
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YOUNG ADULTS GROUP (18-30)

JuLy 1sT- CANADA DAY

Office will be closed on Thursday, July 1 for Canada Day and will be
open again on Friday, July 2nd. There will be daily Mass on Thursday
morning at 9:00 am as usual.

SUMMER H OURS
Our summer office hours will be 8:30 am to 1 pm, Monday to Friday.
For emergencies after hours, call 403 249-0423 ext 115 and leave your
name & phone number.

PARISH SUMMER BULLETINS

Only 1 bulletin will be published for each month of July and August.
Bulletin announcements must be submitted prior to June 30th for the
July bulletin and prior to July 28th for the August bulletin.

FUNERAL M ASSES

We are in need of Eucharistic Ministers for our funerals. If you are avail-
able during the daytime and would like to offer your time serving as an
Eucharistic Minister for funerals please contact Gladys Zerr at 403 229-
3642 or the parish office at 403 249-0423 ext 115.

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

In the gospel, we meet 3 people who encounter Jesus and know that
they are called to follow him. The call continues today. The works of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul are not so much what we do but
rather what we are; the hands, the feet, the eyes & the mouth of Jesus.

Thank you for your Share Sunday gifts of food and money that not only
provide the resources to respond generously to our neighbours in need
but also support and encouragement for us in our discipleship.
Summertime and the living is easy but not for all i not for the needy and
not for SSVP. Reality: increased number of calls and fewer Vincentians
to respond. If the call of Jesus leads you to offer sometime for the needy
this summer, please contact Paulette at (403) 242-4481.

The Society extends profound gratitude to Brendan Fletcher for 14 years
of dedicated service and witness in serving Christ in the poor at St.

Mi c¢ h a Aadlabder.purchaser, Brendan has been the cornerstone of
our hamper delivery service. Thank You Brendan.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be held every Friday during July
& August from 9:30 am to 7:00 pm. There will be no 24 hour adoration
on the first Friday of the month during July & August.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

The next baptismal preparation is scheduled for Saturday, Sept 11th.
Contact Marilyn at 403 249-0423 ext 134 to register.

Confirmation is scheduled for Monday, Nov 15th. Session dates for
Confirmation preparation are listed on the website,
www.sntmichael.com.

Registration forms and information for Confirmation, Reconciliation &
First Holy Communion are on the website. The contact information is
listed in the column to the left.

FR. LEN GOLF TOURNAMENT

Thanks to all who volunteered their time & treasure and to those who
went swinging in the rain.




